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Senate Bill 237, sponsored by Sen. Harold Metts
*Gives all youth under 18 the opportunity for parole hearings after serving 15 years

*Without any guarantee of release, provides hope and an incentive for rehabilitation

________________________

| O 19 states and D.C. provide |

: . : :

’ . review for all children :
t - i 4 additional states provide i
! review in most cases !

Rhode Island lags behind its
neighbors in Connecticut,

Massachusetts, and Vermont,
and states including Arkansas,
Texas, Nevada, South Dakota,
West Virginia, and Utah.

The United Nations
A Convention on the Rights
.. of the Child prohibits “life
imprisonment without
possibility of release.”

The United States is the
ONLY country that has not
CRC, Article 37. ratified the CRC.

i . “Children are constitutionally different from
| i adults for purposes of sentencing. Because
.| juveniles have diminished culpability and

V! greater prospects for reform...they are less
i i deserving of the most severe punishments.”

United States Supreme Court in
Miller v. Alabama, 132 S. Ct. 2455, 2464 (2012).

Organizations that oppose sentencing children to die in prison:

American Bar Association ~ American Correctional Association ~ American Probation and Parole
Association ~ American Psychological Association ~ Boy Scouts of America ~ Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America ~ General Synod of the United Church of Christ ~ Muslim Public
Affairs Council ~ NAACP ~ National Association of Counties ~ National Association of School
Psychologists ~ National Association of Social Workers ~ National PTA ~ Union for Reform
Judaism ~ United Methodist Church ~ United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

For more information, please contact Nikola Nable-Juris, Senior Policy Counsel, at nnablejuris@fairsentencingofyouth.org




