
TOWN OF NARRAGANSETT
COUNCIL COMMUNICATION

CG: 29
Amend No.

Date Prepared: October 2,2019
Council Meeting Date: October 7, 2019

TO: Honorable Town Council

FROM: J¡ll A. Lawler, Council President Pro Tem

SUBJECT: Ordinance related to decorum at Town Meetings

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Town Council direct the Town Solicitor to draft for a first reading, an ordinance
regarding behavior guidelines at Town Meetings.

SUMMARY:

Other towns, such as Exeter, have recently implemented a decorum ordinance. This
motion will ensure that everyone's first amendment rights are protected while keeping
Town Meetings civil.

The ordinance should address civility, decorum and order while attending Town
Meetings. lt should also address making personal attacks, slanderous remarks or
becoming boisterous while addressing the Council and include guidelines for removal
from the Council Chambers based on behavior. Further, any item that could be used as
a weapon such as sticks should be banned

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Town of Exeter Ordinance on Decorum at Town Meetings



It is hereby ordained by the Town of Exeter as follows:

SECTION I.

Arficle I of Chapter 2 of the Exeter Code of Ordinances entitled .,Administration 
- InGeneral" is hereby amended by adding thereto ttre followine d*tiãor,

a) ProhiÞlted Ac,tiv¡t¡e-q: lühile any Town Assembiy, the Town Council, or
any duly constituted Board, or commission of the-Town or¡xJer, i, io
session, attendees must observe and maintain civility, or¿r, aJ ùrçorum
and no pçrson, member.or attendee shall by statement, action,
convcrsation, or othcrwisc,-dolay or intemrpt ttre proceedints or the
peace of the Town Assembly, Town Council, Town Board,; io;
commission, or distrub any member thereof whib rp"uLi*. oi¡r'
refi'rsing to obey the orders of the Town Assembly, cú;ü'B;iä, o,
Commission or its presiding officer,

b) Ç-ess¡tion,pf Adqrrcp.ï: Any.person making personal, impertinent, or
slanderous remarks or who shall become bðisterous *ír.ilå uJ¿r.ssing theTown Assembly, Counoil, Boar{ or Commission, or any memberthereof,
shall bE-fo¡thwith, by the presiding ofEcer, baredfrom'n Or.i uu¿irnr.
beforc the Town Assembly, counõil, Board, or Commission altrrui-'
meeting, udgtl permission-to continue is granted by a majority voie ofure
Town Assembl¡ Council, Board, or Comirission. 

-

TOIVN OF'EXETER

ASSEMB,LIpS, r4,¡rD,MEETTNGS

cross'References: codc Artlcle llr section 2-204, Torvn council Bylaws (lo/6tg7 as amended)
Sections l0B, 1 l9 and 120.

Stale Lew References: R,I.G.L, 4i-3-lg,45-16.9,11.32_1, I I.4j.l

Section 2.2 - E4f$rcement,pf DecoÌ,UIn"

a) Scrgcant-.flt.4fnls: The Town Sergeant shall be the Sergeant-at_Arms at
Tf To.uO Assembly or meeting, inCtuding Town Councí, Borrd,-o,

.!:ry-tttoo *!:lnæ. Specialconsrableiwho trave been ¿ìy ei.ctø Uyme I own Çouncil may, at the request of the chair, or presiding office¡ 
-

also be dcsignated to attend a1d áct as sergeant-at-Arms. rhrîrrer.ot-
at-Arms sþl-l carry out all orders and inst¡r¡ctions given by the ôlär orpresiding officer for the purpose of maintaining orãrt and decorum at any
such Town Assembly, Council, Board, or Coninission meetinj



b)

c)

Re¡¡rov?LProccdgrc: If any person conducts himself or høself in a

Atsofderty mannet t" any assembly or meeting referenoed above,.the

Chair, mäderato¡ or presiding officer may order that person to withdraw

and remove him or herself from the assembly or meeting; and, on the

person's refi¡sal, may order the Town Sergeant, Sergeant-at'Arms, or any
^to* 

constable preient to take him or her from thc meeting until the

meeting is adjoqrned in accordanoe with St¿te law or local ordinancc.

Duties/Rcm.gyal/crlm[lFint: upon instuction of ths chair or presiding

offroer, it snflt be the duty of the Sergeants-at-Arms to peaceably remove

any peison who violates the order and decorum of the meeting and, if
applicable, may cause him or her to be prosecuted for the violation of any

applicable provisions of the Exeter code of ordinances o¡ of state law.

eny such complaint may be signed by the chair, presiding officer, the

Town Sergeant or any special Constable in attendance,

Cró¡jlñeferences: Codo Articls III Chapter 2, Sections 2'201'2'202,2-203,2'2U,1'15' l'16
TownCouncilBylaws(10/6/97asamerrdod)Sectionsl0S'1l9endt20.

State Law References: R.I,G,L' 45'3'19, 45'16'9,1l'45-1, I l'32'1'

$I¿çTION 2,

Presented by

Introduccd by

Approved on

This ordinance shall take effectuponpassage.
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