
The rotunda, which is centrally situated beneath the State House dome between the House and Senate chambers, is

routinely used for protests and rallies, particularly when major issues are being debated or discussed in the building.

The group of roughly 150 protesters instead gathered in a lower level area, and also marched and chanted on the first

floor of the building during the speech.

McKee, a Democrat, also blocked television news stations from bringing cameras into the chamber during the

speech, meaning the only broadcast camera was from state-controlled Capitol TV. Still photographers and reporters

news cameras from the House chamber where he made the speech.

The Black Lives Matter Rhode Island PAC planned to hold a “people’s State of the State” at 6 p.m., ahead of the 7

p.m. speech, to call on McKee to declare a public health emergency to protect individuals experiencing homelessness

from the cold.

The rally-goers were met instead by stanchions cordoning off the rotunda, and Capitol Police officers and State Police

troopers blocking each entrance. A sign said the rotunda was “reserved for the State of the State through the

Department of Administration” from 4:30 to 10 p.m.

Capitol Police blocked access to the Rhode Island State House rotunda, where protesters had planned to gather during the State of the State 
address Tuesday night. EDWARD FITZPATRICK
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R.I. governor blocks rotunda from protesters, bans
TV cameras from State of the State address
The Black Lives Matter Rhode Island PAC planned to hold a rally calling for the declaration
of a public health emergency to protect individuals experiencing homelessness from the cold.
Instead, rally-goers were met by Capitol Police officers and State Police troopers blocking
each entrance.
By Steph Machado and  Edward Fitzpatrick  Globe Staff, Updated January 14, 2025, 10:29 p.m.

Capitol Police officers and Rhode Island State Police troopers block access to the Rhode Island State House rotunda, where protesters had planned to gather ahead of
the State of the State address Tuesday night. EDWARD FITZPATRICK

PROVIDENCE — Governor Daniel J. McKee’s State of the State address Tuesday night was overshadowed in part by

a decision to block the public from the rotunda, where protesters had planned to gather, along with barring television
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