
	

	
      
     

        
        March 31, 2025  
 
Committee on Ordinances     VIA EMAIL 
Providence City Council 
25 Dorrance Street 
Providence, RI  02903 
 
Dear Members of the Providence City Council Committee on Ordinances: 
 

A city resident advised us this morning of a proposed ordinance being considered by your 
committee this evening, specifically a proposal to amend the city’s “Public Nuisance” ordinance. 
Having reviewed the proposal, I am writing to share some concerns that the ACLU of Rhode Island 
has about it, and to which we hope you will give your careful consideration. 

 
 The proposed amendment would allow a city council member, when accompanied by two 
notarized witness statements from ward residents, to request the police chief to post a “public nuisance” 
notice on the premises where an alleged “loud or unruly gathering” occurred. The proposal further 
provides that the submission of these statements would “constitute prima facie evidence that a public 
nuisance has occurred.”  
 
 As we read this amendment, a notice of a public nuisance could be posted on a property, and 
have legal consequences for both the owner and residents, without any direct – or indirect – 
involvement by the police department itself. The witness statements could be submitted and relied 
upon by the police chief without any interviews of the alleged witnesses or assurances that they were 
aware of the ordinance’s scope of what constitutes a “public nuisance” under the law. The police chief’s 
actions could be based solely on the subjective view of the witnesses that there was, for example, 
“excessive noise.”  
 

It is important to note that once a notice has been posted on a property, both the owner and 
residents face potentially significant legal liability should actual police intervention take place there at 
a later time, including imposition of a mandatory minimum $100 fine. We believe that the procedure 
established by this proposed amendment raises serious constitutional concerns and would violate the 
due process rights of individuals affected by these postings.  
 
 For these reasons, the ACLU of Rhode Island respectfully requests that the committee reject 
this proposed amendment to the Public Nuisance ordinance. 
 
 Thank you for considering our views. 

Sincerely,  

      
          Steven Brown 

                    Executive Director 
cc: Providence City Council Chief of Staff	

128 Dorrance Street, Suite 400 
Providence, RI 02903 
Phone: (401) 831-7171 
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