03/30/01

13:54 FAX 401 3
_ 222 6178 RIDE_COMMISIONERS OFFICE dooa

- - -

Of RHOOL (SLAND AND PROVIDINGT PLANTATIONS
MENT OF EDUCATION

covislenee, Rhaode istand Q2908

51’\]!
.DEPART

- I‘)‘H'rumcqml«: Sieeet, P

Arthur R, Pontarelld
Acting Commissioner

June 26, 1981

"Mr. Domenic R. Dituglio
Superincendent :
ttaruick School Deparzzent .

34 Warwick Lake avenue -
Warwick, Rhode Island 02589

) ' ges may be cade for extra—curr

330pinion on whecrher char {cular activicies

A ‘ -
‘pem_:_ Mr. DiLuglio:

'iﬂ%ﬂﬁ” The question you pose with regard to- charges fnr,extra~curr1cular
= . agctivities (i.e., {nter-scholastic arhlecic acrivicies) is somewhat
. undefined since Rhode Island has no scatute governing the subject.
_Obviously, it would be an extremely difficult sitvation for public schools,
,whose raison_dletre is the provisior af fre= educatio o= ha sponsoring ...
‘activicies in which participation would be limited toﬁﬁ@%;éieﬁ'uhose'.' TEL
sessed the funds to pay a fee. 1 chouglr cheze: are 1o cases
one doubts vhecher Rhode Island courts would
uphold 2 syscen cor £inancing public school excra—cucricular activicies
vhich would make use of public school peisonﬁel, property,'funds, or
auspices, 2long with a student pafd fee, &s cthe esseatial mpthod of support.
Thac .is to say chat public schools may =ot becoze iqvolved in sictuacions
where their resources and good offices are being ceployed in support of

only those children who have parents able and willing to pay addicional
fees, while excluding from participacion in extra—-curricular detivicies

those children,«who are not as fortunace.
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‘parents pos
ar statutes on the poinC,

r-scholastic activities Bond v. Public

+his reasoning applies to inte
383 Mich. 693, 179 N.W. 2d 484 (1970).

Schools of Ann Arbor School District,

Wnile we recognize that there way be marginal and speclal situacions
vhere some maney charges may be in order (e-B- 16-38-6, purchases of °
arcicles made in industrial arcs classes), the general rule should be one
that does not allow charging fees for parcicipation in extra-curricular

activicies.
‘ - B Sincerely, .
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