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50™ ANNIVERSARY DINNER
A CELEBRATION TO REMEMBER

After presiding over a champagng
toast to the Aff
sary, Rl ACLU Board Chair Jennife
Azevedo gave the annual review, an
then introduced the short documen-
tary film 0The R
50 Years of Eter
makers Diane Dolphin and Sall
Kingsbury had gathered memorieg
Lo from RI ACLU cooperating attorneys, L

Honorees Milton Stanzler & Lynette Labirlﬁegt plaintiffs and other allies to tell Honoree John Dineen holds up his award.

_ the story of six landmark Affiliate
When Milton Stanzler founded the ¢ases and issues, from the defense of

RI ACLU in 1959 4f antiviaCproteste? i t1o6dt@ theeliberties in Rhode Island. Among
imagined the tremendous impact thatpassage of precedesetting anti  those in attendance were U.S. Senator

the Affiliate would have on the state racial profiling legislation in 2000.  Sheldon Whitehouse, Superior Court

of Rhode Island. Five decades later, Presiding Justice Alice Gibney, State
over 200 people gathered on NovemVolunteer attorney Lise Iwon intro- Senator Charles Levesque, State Rep-
ber 6th to honor the realization of duced the recipients of the RIlresentatives Edith Ajello, Rod Driver
Miltds vision atAQGLW sAfafninluiaadt edR andbDauiddSegdl, ProRidenhce Mayer
Anniversary Dinner Celebration. Civil Li bert ar i a nDavafCiciltinB, and Pewddenze Gityw a r

) In celebration of our five decades oCouncilor Seth Yurdin.

, be- . .
yeards dinner a Lepwke¥e odl t dler .Af rAGID pligthesdinger wap @ fahulgus ¢ o
at the VIP cocktail reception enjoyedof cooperating attorneys. Ten attor-Way to celebrate the past, mark a
the music of a string quartet as theyneys, two from each decade, served 81 | est one, and ki ck
mingled with National ACLU presi- representatives in accepting thenext halfcentury.

dent Susan Herman and the cooperataward. Susan Herman finished up the
ing attorneys being honored at thegyening with a keynote speech or

dinner. Outside the banquet hall, they ci vi | Liberti es i? : 7/ Ac LU
sounds of classical piano filled the air

as ACLU members caught up withNational and local officials came out :

old friends and reminisced about theto congratulate the Affiliate on its 50
Affiliateds st or isacdesdiul geare ofydefending civil
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DISCRIMINATION CASE
FILED AGAINST CVS 4

L.

The honorees on stage with speaker |-Re Miftom Stanzler, Lynette Labinger, Amy [rabor,
John Dineen, Howard Merten, Amato DeLuca, Sandra Lanni, Stephen Fortunato gnd N¥i&Tia)Q%3/Bh4d.CLU CASE DOCKET
Not pictured is honoree Richard Zacks, who was out of the country at the time of the dinner.

50TH ANNIVERSARY WRAP-UP 5
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION FOUNDATION OF RI

FROM THE DESK OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

2009 has been an extraordingryCal | i n g

year for the Rhode Island ACL
In addition to achieving a numb
of important court victories, w
have celebrated our 50th Anniv¢
sary virtually nomrstop with a se
ries of events and activities, culn
nating in a very successful ann
dinner. Now, as 2010 approach
we are looking ahead to ensure
can enter our second haléntury
stronger than ever.

The coming year is already sh
ing up to be a busy one. There
many planned lawsuits in th
works, on top of the 19 new ca
wedve gotten i

alone. The enclosed 2009 Ile
docket should give you a good ic
how busy we have been.

Of course, such an active progr
costs money. To continue to hé
us fund this important work
please consider making a gener
yearend contribution. Donation
to the ACLU Foundation of Rhod
Island are taxdeductible and wil
help support both our full docke
of litigation and our many educ
tional activities.

With your help, we can continu
to make a significant impact al
serve as a critical resource for
tims of civil rights abuses.

~ Steven Brow

RI ACLU APPLAUDS DECISION NOT TO
IMPLEMENT SECRET TRIALS

it o0a major victory for tran:

U.land ACLU applauded comments from R.1. Supreme Court Chief Justice Paul Sut-

El tell, as reported in th@rovidence Jourtiwt the Court had no immediate plans to

E implement a controversial 2fearold state law allowing retired judges to preside

P-over secret civil cases for compensation. At a public hearing held this past Janu-
_ary, the Rl ACLU had raised numerous concerns about the proposal, which ap-

NI-peared headed for quick approval at the time.

JaP N
€SThat hearing dealt with proposed court rules to implement tr&

W& Ret i red Just i-seatendersiatate firshendcte —o TV O

in 1984 that allows litigants to hire retired judges to hear pr &

licly-filed court cases in secret. It is unclear whether the sta

has ever been used since its adoption a quarter of a century ago.

BPThe hearing was prompted by a request from retired Family Court Judge Howard

argipsey, who expressed an interest in handling private cases.

e

b€3n written testimony, the RI ACLU called the privatization of the judicial system

nvekYye@émeNythi st ¥€Bifng on many Il evel s.

gabf a twotiered system of justice that allows for swift resolution of cases only for

€3hose wealthy enough to afford it, and its direct impact on the fundamental right
of the public to monitor court ©procee

AMThe statute establishes a judicial process that is, by definition, secret. The RI
IPACLU emphasized that people who wish to conduct legal business in private al-
ready have the means to do so, through private arbitration and mediation pro-
PUe eedi ngs. The oOretired justice progr:
B court cases conducted under the auspices of the judicial branch, with one glaring
€ differencedt he proceedi ngs ar e ke ptdoohjustce e n

is, and should be, anathema to our judicial system, which has long been guided by
tfundament al principles of transparen
A-ACLUGs testimony noted, a judge presi
a ruling on the constitutionality of a state law.

€ The R.I. Association for Justice and the open government group ACCESS/RI

‘_djoined with the ACLU in criticizing the proposed rules, the fate of which had

been in Iimbo until J ieindicated tha iithetceult |
were to reconsider starting the program, another public hearing would be held.

0 s

ACLU ELECTION INFORMATION

P AACLU

AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION
of RHODE ISLAND

FOUNDATION

American Civil Liberties Union
Foundation of Rhode Island

128 Dorrance Street, Suite 220
Providence, Rl 02903
(p) 4018317171
(f) 4018317175
http://www.riaclu.org

The ACLU Nominating Committee has nominated the following officers to serve gn the
Affiliate Board: Anne Mulready Chair; H. Jefferson Melish Vice-Chair; Christine
Lopesd Treasurer; and Jenn SteinfédSecretary. Those nominated to run for reg

Board terms include Carl Krueger, Carolyn Mannis and Christopher Corbett.

Llar

Please note that you will receive a ballot only if you are a current ACLU member; fcontri-
butions to benefit events or special donations do not renew your membership. Nomina-
tions to the Board may be made by petition of any ten members, provided ther¢ is at-
tached to the petition a signed statgmen!
elected. A biographical sketch, no greater than 100 words, should also be submittgd. Such
a petition must be received at the ACLU office no later than December 28th.
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ACLU SUES TOWN
FOR UNLAWFUL RELEASE OF

COURT STRIKES DOWN LAW DISQUALIFYING
CENTRAL FALLS MAYORAL CANDIDATE

DRIVER’S LICENSE INFORMATION

The RI ACLU has filed a federal lawsuit against {
Town of Johnston and police chief Richard Tambur
for illegally releasing
mation of a firefighter to
a Town Councilman ag
part of a public dispute
between the Council and
the Fire Department. Thg
lawsuit, filed by RI
ACLU volunteer attorney
James Kelleher, is on b
half of town resident Edward Simone, who was t
victim of the disclosure.

p—

Onlyin -

RHODE ISLAND

_ Ocean State _

In April, the Johnston Sunrigdocal newspaper, pub
lished a letter to the editor from Town Council mer]
ber Ernest Pitochelli, who leveled an array of criticis
against the Fire Department. In the letter, Pitochg

described seeing a car displaying what he deemed 1daye
an offensive bumper sticker relating to the ongoirfd

Fire Department/Town Council dispute. (The bump

sticker all egedly read:
ass, not kiss it. o) Pit
the cards license pl ate

both name Mr. Simone as its owner and further id¢
tify him as an employee of the Fire Department w
was out on workrelated disability.

A day after the letter

windshield was smashed in his driveway. Surmisid

t hat Pitochelli had unl

formation from the local police, Simone complained &

the state police, who confirmed his suspicions.

The RI ACLUGs | awsuit o
the town and police chief violated the Drivers Privg
Protection Act, a federal law specifically enacted
prohibit the disclosure of motor vehicle record infg
mation for unauthorized purposes. The lawsuit al
argues that the 111 egal
information has o0caused
speech rights of residents.

RI ACLU attorney Kelleh
this case go far beyond political sparring in Johnst
Everyone should be concerned when powers veste
our police can be so ea
publicized incident in 2006 when Woonsocket polig
ran the license plates of cars parked outside a reg
rant where a political event for a mayoral candid

In response to an emergencyirst-filed nomination paper,
fR.l. ACLU lawsuit, U.S. Dis- and laterfiled nomination
imict Judge William Smith papers.

stiudk elowp & CentealtFalls dr i ver sé | i c
charter provision that almost Judge Smith agreed, statir
kept Mayoral candidate 0 The additi o
Hipolito Fontes off the bal- rules imposed by the Cit
lot. The judge agreed that thewhich are at odds with thos
rlocal Board of Canvassersof the State of Rhode Islarn
acted unconstitutionally in serve to generate confusic
disqualifying him for alleg- not eliminate it, and to foste
cedly failing to submit suffi- ¢ ha o s, not r

hgent nomination signatures. _
The judge also noted thd

Fontes needed 200 valid sigdue t o t he 0
nnatures to qualify forthe bal-o vot er 8 s sec
Jot, and he seemingly hadmay secure t

4ned in more than enough. nation endorsement to th
Jfjowever, in contrast to state exclusion of his or her firs
Central Falls allowsvot-c hoi ce, 6 and

L{ion paper per offic_e. In the tential rivals can .effective
cagepof mudtiple gignatuges, do sp Dy golleptigg vasy
the: BPRIq of {Canuassers qemage; signatyres thgngneed

cepts, thgbogq on thg pagerst;
\that were first filed with the
Smith noted that

ﬁpard.
Oabsurdityo
As aresult, the Boardof Cano candi dat es

al

s to sign only one nomina-who wishes to exclude po-

hehelprvt elelite
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vassyss digaualfied
0 of F ersaffieesnthapes sf regch

han
Hes berapse theyhalsq ppihg ¢ timgmaghing  stam

ared on Tcurrent Mayor first. And of course, if Cit

Charl es Mo r e aliab B comtrollgdnby taru i

feerged (i, Raes submitgdiigg fqr reglectpn, and me
a;s papers firstd two min- literally have the keys to Ci
thes ahead of Fontes. Hall, he could have a criti

r ; i head start i
The lawsuit, filed by RI

SRCLU . volunteer attorneys With the  duplicate signa
AfnaB 2 Safysohi art T8 e SowP Foh
Tin%tthJ&Iijlin, rotBd%hat qudlifeEor Ballopfacerhe
candi dat es 0 handwas nestoredmathe r
knowing whether signatyres However, the incumber
B ther honfination p?é s Méyér%éh&lfdef@a?eb Po
HS?? appear on the nomina-tes.

ion, papers of other candi-,

S'altYe sM S35 € ¢ h Evelstitmgh Bdnids &
@nd that there is no legiti- up losing the election, th
Athie governmental interest City has appealed Jud
At distinguishing between Smi t hés r ul i

was taking place.

dnQrergee to t@‘?i B%drpfe%l@va“
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